
 
 

The MLR Forum Style Guide 
 
The MLR Forum is an online-only addition to the published MLR which is 
designed as an outlet for feedback, commentary and discussion on articles and 
comments published in the MLR. 
 
The MLR Forum is not a blog. It is a forum for further discussion. It is designed to 
be a shorter read than the main MLR and as such we invite contributions of up to 
4,000 words including endnotes. 
 
Forum contributions may be written in a more conversational style than 
traditional MLR papers, but they should nonetheless aim to convey scholarly 
ideas pertaining to the topic in discussion and be appropriately referenced via 
hyperlinks or endnotes as appropriate (see further below). 
 
Forum contributions will not be refereed but will be reviewed by editors. This is 
to allow the quick publication of Forum contributions. All decisions as to 
whether or not to publish a Forum contribution are entirely at the editors’ 
discretion. 
 
All Forum submissions should include a shorter lead sentence/abstract of one 
sentence or two short sentences of approximately 30 words. This abstract will 
appear just below the title. 
 
As an online-only publication the Forum, contributors should use hyperlinks in 
place of traditional citations where possible. If the source itself or information 
about how to retrieve it (e.g., a worldcat.org entry for a book, a journal article’s 
paywall page) can be found through a URL, then that URL should be hyperlinked 
in the text. For multiple citations, authors may use the (see here and here) 
approach, hyperlinking different sources on each ‘here’. Hyperlinks can also be 
placed over verbs or contentions: ‘X argues that the state should’ or X argues that 
the state should’. Cases may be hyperlinked over the medium neutral citation: 
[2001] EWCA Civ 12 at [25]. Endnotes may be used where hyperlinks are not 
appropriate (for example, where a source cannot be referenced using a URL, or 
where some additional comment or information about the source is necessary). 
 
Endnotes should be kept to a minimum. Note that endnotes will not display 
hyperlinks. 

 
Besides these points, authors should refer to the main MLR Style Guide (available 
here) for guidance on writing style, formatting and referencing. 

 
We invite contributions to the Forum at forum.modernlawreview@gmail.com 
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